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CONCERNING PENKOVSKIY MEHOIRS

1. As mentioned in an earlier amenorandum, we pelieve that
to base the story of Penkovskiy's life on the fiction that he was
a KGB Agent throughout most of his carecer js wrong, In acdition
to the reasons mentioned previously, in the opinion of those wmost
familiar with the case here, the allegation would not te accepted
as truc by those whorm we most want to impress with the docunents--
the officers of the Soviet intelligence services and other Soviet
officials. -.The introduction .of this element in the story might
make it more complicated and difficult tc understand in the West,
westarn journalists seemed to have had considerable difficulties
understanding Penkovskiy the pman and in analyzing the case based
on the facts mow overtly available. To throw in this further
twist.might confuse.them totally., ‘ '

. .l2. :¥a. think that.not .only would the story be more valid,
but slso more dramatic if it sticks closer to the main facts anid
to Penkovskiy's. pwn words.  The contact report in which he gives
the histeory of hingﬁfe in sowe detail, for. example, could be
used: sluast verbatyz to cover 2 considerable part of his life,
Although details arE/important to establish tge guthenticity of
the document, the. version of his autobiography which we have
reviewed seems to include some material concernirvg the war. peried
that is.drreolevant not anly to the story, but even to Penkovskiy's
‘1§ fe. .dn general the document does not styess as wuch as it
. .could those .forces which alienated Penkovskiy, There are alsc
‘gsone passages which depict Penkovskiy as more -grasping and more .
of a careerist than perhaps in fact he was and certainly nore
than he nced be for the .purposes of his story. For example, on
‘the *top of .page five he seeas to reéjdice that in 1937-38 ‘the
‘purge of :the officer corps -opened up rodm at -the top for bright
up-and-coring officers. It seems to‘us "'that Penkovskiy's motives
- could be effectively explained by proper stress on the role
“his-father's fate played-in his own 1ife; in addition, such ‘
- ~“fnstances of socret police brutalit{ as that which caused the
.suicide of Marshal Varéntsov's daug ter Mina and the insight he
" gained into the true attitudes and charscters of leading Soviet
personalities -coule suffice to £ill in the.picture.

;T B 'Speci?icaliy;“wc ﬁbuid'téébmﬁéﬁd@;;;iS?Zﬁgﬁziéﬂéﬂigé@h‘
follpwing lines : o

a. Excision of all references to his purported recruitzent
by the XGR and his work for ther as an azent. There arg.peleven
such references of varying lengths on pages 7, 12, 14, 5‘-—%&7‘——‘*‘“
23, 25, 27, 28, and 29. : s
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b. Having removed the KGB as a source of stress anc
conflict which caused his disillusionment and defection, we
should play-up other sources of stress. s '

. .. 1) The fear which was » part of his 1ife from earlicst
childhood as the .result of uncertainty sbout his father's
disappearance. Even as a child he could feel the uneasiness
which gripped his mother and his other relatives whenever he
asked about his father. This would have been especially cvident
on each of the many occasions when forms, such as applicaticns
for school, Komsomol membership, etc., had to he filled out,:

The injustice of & system which would held a boy responsible for
his father's transgressions was apparent to hir from his earliest

da)"s. ‘

T - 2) This fear was the cause of the young Penkovskiy's
desire to excel in cverything, Le felt he had to preve his value
and. loyalty to the state and to the Paity. It accounts for his
political zeal, which resulted in his becoming 2 Commissar, It

~ was behind his repeated volunteoring for combat duty in ¥Werld

War II (rather than a wish to escape the KGB), and explains his
seeking after medals and decorations--visible syebols of loyal
service, ' '

3) The personal tragedies which he witnessed or heard
of, such as the suicide of Varentsov's daughter, served to '
Ye{nfcrcq his fear,’ When he becsme gware of a clear cuse of
injustice he at first tended to regard it as an sct cf fate,
Later in life, he began to regard these instances as defects in
the Soviet systen itself. ‘ ) '

,.4) le was eager to enter the GRU when he sot the
charice as this was another seal of appreval placed upon him:

by 'the 'state and Party and lessened kis vulnerability.

' . 5) Though he approved of the post-Stalin Slackening
of controls of the USSR, the execution of Beriya =nd the curbing
of .the power of the KG5, he was sickened by the hypocrisy of
the Soviet leaders who had licked ‘Stalin's boots vhen he was

2live and whe now attack him in speeches and in print, vet who

in practice continue many of the worst espects of his repressive,
policies, fle interpreted the denigration'ofﬁstaiin'sinply as
a pelitical maneuver by Khrushchev in order tc consclidate his

—

6) Peﬁkcvskiy was sickened by the brutal and unjust
trestment of Marshal Zhukov and other loyal, capable officers

whe had served thelr countries loug and well by Khrushchev and
the Farty.




7) Having reached the upper frinpas of Scviet
officialdor, Penkovskiy was disgusted by wiiat he saw and .experienced
there. Intrigue and conspiracy, influence peddling, agple~
polishing, gossip-wongering, character assassination are noreal
everyday tools of the trade for young Soviet officials trying to
get sghead., Pénkovskiy felt cbliged to fight back with these same
weapons and actually was geod at it, but all the whilec he was
sickened by it. o - , T

' '“8) His service abroad and his contacts with fofcigners
gave hir an objective frame of reference within which ke could - -
criticize the Soviet system, e S e — —

- © 9) Khen he was finally confrorted with the fact that
his fother had served in the White Arry and was killed fighting
against the Reds, he thought that his years of leys)l and valuable
service would prevent this fact fros being used arainst hin,

HHe soon learned that this was not the case, ile gct ne more
prorotions; he was removed from or turped down for key pesitions
which could have led te further advancenent of his career. The
injustice of punishing a son for the sins of his father in' this
fashiion‘served to catalyze the other elexents of his hostility
tec the Soviet regime. '

v 10) He came to see the Soviet Tegine as z festeiing
sore which was infecting the entire body of Soviet society) as
& power system interested only in the perpetuation of power,.as
a hinderance rather than an aid to the Russian people in their
fight to achieve their destiny,

€. The result should be a ringing indictmuent of the
Soviet system, It should try te show that a human being with
a conscience in Penkovskiy's positicn smust turn apainst the
systenm 6r lose his selfe-respect, ‘

d. We should cut out some of the lengthy discussien
cf the history of the second world war and follew more closely

Penkovskiy's own words at the first meeting, vhen he discussed .
this time of his 1ife. ‘ o

, ¢. We should incerporate whenever possiklic Penkevskiy's
own words and phrases from the tapes. We shovld also include
perscnalities, names, anecdetes and experiences, all genuine from
these tapes, This should help to make the docurent come alive
more and the characters mentiened in it APPERT 1OTe as real pecple,

4., #e feel that the wmaterial #lready extracted from the tapes
ané cerpiled in 12 chapters under the headiag "Penkovskiy's Mermoirs™
should gefinitely be included, but thst its npresent feorr and
crganization is prrobably net the rmest sititable, Tentatively, we




sugzest thgt it weuld be better te bujld up te the chapter

Yie Firp ¥ith Klirushchev" by leading off with the chapters on
"Berlin," “Soviet Leadership," YPolitical Control of the Armed
Ferces," “The Soviet Marshal," and "Opposition to Khrushchev in
the Army and the Fall of Zhukov." The renninine chapters might

be then arrangec as fellowss “Soviet Rockets," "Nuclear ¥eapons ,"
“Soviet Intelligence Activity ," “Sing-Scoviet Relations,™ "Scviet
Pelicy towards Underdeveloped Countries,” ang finally "Soviet
Dissatisfaction." Considerable editing‘and.rearrangiug vf material
within ‘each' chapter will no ‘doubt be required. In BaNy pussages, .
for instance, it is obvious that Penkovskiy is talking directl

te individuals who are Tepresentatives of the U, 5, and. British
governments, Such passages pust be c¢hanged, andg Penkovskiy must
seed 1o be addressing whatever audience is suitable with the cover
story for the document's surfacing. " Also, in editing this
waterial, we nmust pive careful attention te the question of tire.
The statements were made over a period of scveral scnths,. - Some
Statements refer to historical events which had not yet happened,
and other statements refer to the same event after it had
happened, All these statements must appear to have been written
at the time when, sccording to the cover story, Penkovskiy says

he wrote then, : ' B ' .

- 5. ¥e would like to consider ééding to the volume sone
of the documentary evidence, a question ve plan to raise with

\your-rqpresgnta;ive gho-ié:séhgﬁhlgdgto.visit here in July,
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